
Sing We Now of Christmas   

(Songs During Advent Wreath Lighting) 

Lyrics 

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the 

hills and everywhere; go tell it on the 

mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 

Down in a lowly manger the humble 

Christ was born, and God sent us 

salvation that blessed Christmas 

morn. 

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the 

hills and everywhere; go tell it on the 

mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 

Week 1: Go, Tell It On the Mountain 

This song originates from the slave culture of pre-Civil War 

America.  Slaves HOPED to be free someday and they looked 

to the birth of Jesus as a SIGN that they would be freed from 

human bondage as he freed them from the bondage of sin and 

death.   

The negro slaves could relate to Jesus as a humble baby, born 

not in the “big house,” but where non-people lived.  His   

swaddling clothes reminded them of their own tattered and 

torn swaths of cloths they wore.   

Jesus’ arrival in the world was a SIGN of HOPE then, and now. 

Week 2: Little Drummer Boy Lyrics 
Come they told me 

pa rum pum pum pum 

A new born King to see 

pa rum pum pum pum 

Our finest gifts we bring 

pa rum pum pum pum 

To lay before the King 

pa rum pum pum pum 

rum pum pum pum 

rum pum pum pum 

So to honor Him 

pa rum pum pum pum 

When we come 

Pum pum pum pum 

Pa rum pum pum 

Pum pum pum pum 

Pa rum pum pum 

Pum pum pum pum 

Pa rum pum pum 

Pum pum pum pum pa rum 

Little baby 

Pa rum pum pum pum 

I am a poor boy too 

Pa rum pum pum pum 

I have no gift to bring 

Pa rum pum pum pum 

That's fit to give our king 

Pa rum pum pum pum 

Rum pum pum pum 

Rum pum pum pum 

Shall I play for you 

Pa rum pum pum pum 

Pa rum pum pum 

Pum pum pum pum 

Mary nodded 

Pa rum pum pum pum 

The ox and lamb kept time 

Pa rum pum pum pum 

I played my best for Him 

pa rum pum pum pum 

rum pum pum pum 

rum pum pum pum 

Then He smiled at me 

pa rum pum pum pum 
Me and my drum 

The lyrics of the Little Drummer Boy tell the story of a poor boy who was summoned  by the Wise Men to 

the side of the infant Jesus.   Being impoverished, the little boy had no gift to bring to the newborn King.  The 

only thing he had was to play his drum in praise of Jesus’ birth. 

Just like the widow’s two mites were the biggest gift  (Luke 21:1-4), the boy’s gift of his time, talent, and re-

sources showed his LOVE for Jesus.  Jesus returns that LOVE in the verse, “He smiled at me pa rum pum pum 

pum.”  Smiles are a great SIGN of LOVE, it’s a SIGN we can all make, and they cost nothing to give.    



Lyrics 

Joy to the world, the savior reigns!  

Let all their songs employ;            

while fields and floods, rock, hills, 

and plains                                          

repeat the sounding joy,                 

repeat the sounding joy,                

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

Week 3: JOY to the World 

Sir Isaac Watts wrote Joy to the World in 1719 as a summary 

of both Jesus’ birth as well as his summation of several 

psalms, particularly Psalm 98.  Verses 1 and 2 (printed) sing of 

the JOY that both heaven and earth have at Christ’s birth.  

Verse 3 speaks of the JOY we have in Christ’s redeeming     

humankind from the “curse” of sin.  Verse 4 shares in the JOY 

of his universal and eternal reign. 

We are called to be JOYful in God fulfilling the promise of   

salvation to the world, which is why we are called to “repeat 

the sounding joy” not just at Christmas, but every day.   

Week 4: Away in the Manger 

Lyrics 

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

the little Lord Jesus laid down his 

sweet head.                                     

The stars in the sky looked down 

where he lay, the little Lord Jesus, 

asleep on the hay. 

 

The cattle are lowing, the baby 

awakes, but little Lord Jesus, no 

crying he makes                                   

I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down 

from the sky and stay by my cradle 

till morning is nigh. 

The author of the hymn is unknown.  It first appeared in a Sunday 

school book for early primary school age children in 1885 in     

Pennsylvania, with the two verses we sing.  The third verse was 

added later on by Charles Gabriel.   

The song just oozes PEACE from stanza to stanza.  In verse one,  

Jesus is sleeping in the manger with the stars looking down in a 

calm, clear night sky.  We can all imagine such a scene in our own 

heads—a clear night on the Plains, with a few crickets in the     

background, perhaps a howl of a coyote, but overall, just PEACE 

and calm. 

Verse two goes on to speak of the cows lowing, waking up little  

Jesus.  Yet, he’s not startled by the noise.  He’s content to be warm 

and by his mother’s side all night long.  What a picture of PEACE. 

Lyrics 
Christmas Eve: Love Came Down at Christmas 

Love came down at Christmas, love all  

lovely, love divine, Love was born at   

Christmas, star and angels gave the SIGN. 

 

Worship we the Godhead, Love incarnate, 

Love divine, worship we our Jesus, but 

wherewith for the sacred SIGN. 

 

Love shall be our token; love be yours and 

love be mine; love to God and all men, love 

for plea, and gift and SIGN. 

This song was originally a poem, written in 1885 by Christina  

Rossetti.  Notice how she uses the word “love” in two different 

ways.  The first is in the traditional, emotional sense.  When she 

says in the third verse, “love be yours and love be mine” she 

means love in the sense of the human expression of love.  The 

second way she uses “Love” is with the capital L.  This makes the 

word a proper noun.  She uses the word Love as a synonym for 

“Jesus.”  In other words, Jesus is love in word and flesh.  He is 

living, breathing, walking, talking, sleeping embodiment of what 

it means to love.   

And because of Love being in the world, God put the SIGNS out 

so that there would be no mistaking what was going on.  


